p J” 
\ Dice, 
q Ly 


La EI _— ISR _ 
{ 


Captain William Bedlow Deceaſed , 


| Relating to 


| The Popiſh Plor, 


Taken 1n his laſt Sickneſs , by 


EG FRANCISNORTH:' 


| Chief Juſtice of the Court of Common Pleas. 


Together with the Narrative of Sir Francis North , at the Council 
f Board: And the Letter of Sir Francis North, to Mr. Secretary 
JENKINS, Relating to this- EXAMINATION. 


F Peruſed and Signed to be Printed, according to the Order 
j of the Houſe of Commons , 
[ By Me WILLIAM WILLIAMS, Speaker; 


—<> ER 


Re Og: 


_—— CET 


of 1+ £444 


— 


OT bee, —_ 
The Examivation of Capt, William Bedlow , | ta- 
. ken upon Oath before the L o x. v Chick Juſtice 


| } North', at ©r7iffo] on Monday the 16th,of Au- 
| | guſt 1650, 
| ado He Examinant faith, that the Duke of Tork hath bin"ſo 
K xe tr cngaged inthe Plot, as he hath ſeen by Letters in 
of | T'0 z>- Cardinal Barbarin!'s Secretaries Study, that no part 
22 oF that hath bin proved againſt any man already, that 
| &\ Ye lth ſufferes, but that to the full thoſe Letters have 
| made him guilty of it ; all but what tended tothe Kings 
| ; Death. And at Reme I asked Father Anderton, and Father Lodge, 
6-1 two Jeſuits, What would the Duke do with his Brother when he was 
King : And they anſwered me, They would find a means tor that : 
they would give him no trouble about it. Then I told them, I be- 
; lieved the Duke loved his Brother fo well, he would ſuffer no Vio- 
j lence to be done to Him. They ſaid, No:It the Duke could be brought 
to that, as he had bin Religiouſly to every thing elſe, they might da 


1 


their work: their other buſineſs was ready ; and they might _- 
do it preſently. But they knew they could not bring him to that ® F 
Point : but-they would take care for that themſelves. They had not <.-'# 
begun with him, to leave: him in ſuch ſcruples as that. But they 
would ſet him into his Throne; and there he ſhould Reign blindfol( 
three or four days: for they had ſettled ſome they ſhould pitch theA- 
ion upon, ſhou!d clear their Party. And then he ſhould flig upon 
them with the Sword of Revenge. Fo 
And this Examinant doth further add, That the 
this Examinants knowledge , nor by any thing thi he could ever 
find os , any way concerned in the Murder of the King :but barely 
| by Her YLettersgonſenting and promiſing ta Contribute what onda WF 
[ ſhe could t5 the Introducing the Cathelick Religion. Nay , twas a *Þ 
I reat while, and it madeHer weep, before ſhe could be broughttothat. 
j Io 16, die Aug. 1680. William Bedlow. 
Coram me, 
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4 T my firſt coming to Mr. Rumſeys houſe, whiere Twas to 
| Lodge at Briſto/, upon Monday the 16. day of Auzuſt in the 
afternoon, being the Firſt day of the Afliſes, Sir John. Knight 
came to me {1d faid; that. Mr. Bed/ow lay dangeroyſly ill. of # bea- 
ver; and' hadHittle hopes” of Life'; and defired* that-I would pive 
him a viſit, that he might Impart ſomething of great Conſequence 
to me before his Death.' I told him,4 would give him-avigtt that 
night: after Sdpper | about-Nine a clock', if I might be fatisfed of 
two'things : Firft), That there was no infection in lis -Diſtemper: Se- 
condly , 'Thatthe'time wouldnot be inconvenient, but he might Dil- 
: courſe to me without prejudice to his Condition. Aﬀer a little white, 
two Phyſicians eame to me, and afſured me, that there wasno dang- 
-er-of Inteftion, and thatthetime T had appointed would be. moſt pro- 
© per: for: commonly he took his Repole-in the afternoon, and at nine 
a Clock he wauld in all probability: be refreſhed , and fit to Diſcourſe 
- with me.' Thereupon 1 declared, my Reſolution of going, and deſir- 
ed the Corgpany of'the Pwo Sherifls, and my. brother [Roger Nor#/, 
- and-appointed my Marthal W2/iam Janes to go:with me.. As we were 
upon the way', M.-Croſsman , a'Miniſter-in that City , to:d me Mr. 
Bedlow had defired him to come with me to him :1 faid, It was ve- 
- ry wel, and I ſhonid be glad of his company, .Whereupon we went 
1a} together; and being come into/the:Reom Where Mr, Bealow'lay, 
] falured him, and iaid I was extream ſorry>to find him fol; Fcame 
otqVifiti him! ypon' his. own*defires. | did imagine-he had fomettiing 
- toimpart-to ni@as a Privy-Councellor ;andthereforeit he thougat itt, 
the Company might» withdraw: He told:me,; That: neede&not yet, 
* ver he bad\much'to: fay which was'proper for: the Cpmpary td-heat : 
And: havitg ſalutediths Sherifls',” and Mr: Crefsman ,: diſoourſtd 
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That he looked upuu welt as a dying nin, end found within 

- himſelf that he could not- laft long, but mii ſhortly appear: before 
the Lord of Hoſts, to give an account of ail his- Actions: , And Leþ 

<ciuſe -many perſons had/made it their buſineſs to baile and deride 
the Plot he did, tor the ſarisfaRtion of the Wor'd , there declire up> 

on the Faith ot a dving Man, and as he hoped tur 1a:vation,*'t bat 

whatever he had 'I eſtified -concernivg the Flor , was 1rue. And that 

he had wronged no Man by - his Tcſtimeny , but had Teilficd ro- 

ther under than over what was Truth. 

npon his Conſcience upon that account. That he ſhould appear cccr- 

fully before the Lord of Hoſts: which he did verily believe he muf; 


do in a ſhort time. Ec , fawdi He had many Witnelles -to produce, 


who would make the Plot asclear as the Sun: and-he had other thirgs 
to'Diſcover , which were ct great Importance to the King, and-the 
Countrey. Hereupon he making ſome, paule , I to!d him, The P'ot 
was ſo evidently made out, that no reaſonable man, no Vroteſtant, 
Twas ſure, 'could:donbtot the Truth of it: But he ought not to have 
Concealed any thing that concerneti the King fo highly, He ought 
to Diſcover his whole knowledge in matters of Tre:ton, That Trai- 
rors -may be apprehended and Secured ; who otherwiſe may have 
opportunity to Execute their Treaſonable Ceſigns. To this he re- 
plyed , that much of that whicl he had not Diſcovered was to Coro- 
borate his former Teſtimony : that he had Concealed nothing that 
was abſolutely neceſlary to the Kings Preſervation. That he 1hougl:t 
it not fit to accuſe more Perſons, tili he had ended with tho whem 
he Had" aready- accaied. - He expreiled great gricf and trovble 
ar the'Corditow ot his poor King: and Countrey ( fo he termed them ) 
whore heknew/arthattime to be in Eminent Canger from the Jc- 
ſuits, 'whohed © Reſojved » the. Kings Peath : and h2 was fore 
they would ſparehimno longer then he continued tobe kind to them, 
He 4aid , He 'wes:5privy to.their Conſultations at Salamarca 2nd 
Valladolid,yhere they uſed to obſerve the favourable Comuntire 
they:hag-to /ntroduce their Religion into Exzland : which. confificd 
intheir having a He:d, vw ho. mult. be ſet up whatever came of it : anc, 
[ft they let ſlip that op; ertunity: they ſhould never have ſuch en=ther : 
For withopt.a Head they could do nothing, He faid further Fe knew 
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that he had nothing lay 
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. the Wickedneſs and *Reſolution of the Jeſuits;-they tuck at nothins * 
to compals their ow : IO 
p ieir own ends. They had attempted to Poylon him 
40 b:1t he had eſcaped. . 5 OP NY Sag 
Wh When he had finiſhed this Diſcourſe , ( which laſted about aquar- 
ter df an hour JTasked him , If the Company ſhould now withdraw? 
And he aid, Yes: and Ordered his Nurſes to go out, and only his Wife 
. tollay to tend him and thereupon all went out ſaving Mrs. Bed. 
low, my ſelf, and my ſervant W:{liam Faxes. Then I told him, I 
thought it convenient that what he ſhould then ſay. unto me, ſhould 
beupon Oath. He replied, Thatit was neceflary it ſhould be ſo: and 
cal'ed for a Bib'e. But my Servant having brought a Book with him 
Adminiſtered the Oath tohim , and laying his Paper upon a Chair by 
P- theBedſide, writ down his Depoſition as he delivered it. 
{+> . When Mr. Bedlow had concluded, and faid, That was all he had 
| ' to Inform me of, I took the Paper, and Read it over diſtin&t'y to him 
and he approved it, and Signed it, laying the Paper upon a Pillow. 


Queſtions, but took his Information as he offered it, and held no 
Diſcourſe with him when the Company was withdrawn, but con- 
cerning the true ſetting down his Depoſitions: and when he ſeemed 
to be weary, to mind him of taking Cordials , which his Wife 
reached to him ashe deſired rhem. 

The next day Mr. Bed/ows Brother came to me, and told me that 
his Brother defired a Copy of the Depoſition he made before me. 
- Bur I' to'd him, I had well conſidered it, and could not give him a 
"ZE Copy without the Kings leave: But would move the King 1n it : 
yy, and if He gave leave, I would take care to ſend one to him. And Mr. 
A f | Bedlows Brother then told me, That it was his Brothers deſire that I 
I ſhould repreſent to His Majeſty his Condition ; and that his Sick- 
Ss neſs was Very Chargeable : and move His Majeſty on his behalf tor 
ſome Supply ofmoney for his Subſiſtence 3 which I pronuſed todo. 


This is all that T can recollett of ——_—_ upon this Occaſion, and is 
in Subſtance true:but the very Words, or the Order, I cannot poſitively 


remember: 
G FR 4: NORTH. 
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[ thought it not fit, conſidering his Condition, to \ ge him with , 
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To the Right Honourable # %. 
Sir LYONELL FENKINS, "RN 

One of His Majeſties Principal : 
SECRETARIES of STATE. I 
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* 1 Always intended to Write from hence , to pay my ti anks 

|| x for the whole Circuit , which was much more pleaſant , 
Fl {SY 2» your favour of holding Correſpondence with me. But 
424 Iv AY ow / have buſineſs of ſome Importance : For as ſoon as 1 
—_ SS came to this City ,T received a Meſſage from Mr: Bedlovr, 
by Sir John Knight , That he being very ill , and in the judgment of 
P hyficjans in great danger of Death, had ſome bufmeſs of great mom ent to 
impart to me. I knowing the man, and the ſeaſon , m_—_ ot refuſe the 
pains to give him a Viſit: and being ſatisfied by Phyſicians that there * 
was no Contagious quality in his Diſtemper ,( though 1 did not much fear 
it) 1 went well acon;panicd ;& in the preſence of the Cempany he Declar- 
ed, That whatever he had ſaid relating to the Ploriwas True. And he b+- 
ing a dying man , had uothing lay upon his Conſciente upon that ſcore. , 
The greateſt trouble he had, was the danger the K ING ({ whom he | 
loved above all things ) was in from the Papiſts at this time : who won!d 
attempt His Life as ſoon as ever he ſhould ceaſe to be kind to them : and £4 
many other Expreſſions of this kind. After this I azked if he had uy 1 
—_ to impart to me in private. He toldme, He had. And having 8 
made the Company withdraw , all but my Clerk, I took the incloſed Ex- 
amination upon Oath; you may imagine Twas not curious to perplex him = 
with Queſtions. 1 took it juſt as he delivered it. Of what ftgnification it F® 
will be, 1 leave to wiſer Men : 1 think my duty is to fend it to you, that  * #* 
you may inform His Majeſty of the Truth, 7 ſhall wait upon you at Win- 
ſor upon Sunday next to receive your further Commands. 

Your moſt humble and 

+, - faithful Servant, 


Ten at Night The Copy igcloſed o | _ 
is haſtily and ill Taken.” I (hal! 2f S, | YA 
bring the Original with me>--": rZ 57 7" 
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